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A Godward Christmas (Luke 1:28-33) 

 

Our focus this month has been on a Godward Christmas by reflecting on God 

with us, God in us, and God for us. All three of these themes were at the very 

heart of God’s first message to Mary in Luke 1. The angel approached her by 

saying, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you” (vs. 28). He then 

went on to explain how by a miraculous conception, God would be in her 

(vs. 31, 35). But what about God being for her? In vs. 32-33 the angel 

announces that this child “will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no 

end.” Messiah was coming for the benefit of every one of God’s people 

including Mary—“to save His people from their sins” (Matt. 1).  

 

Personalizing Christmas: God for me. 

 

I want you to see these themes as more than just some kind of general ideas. I 

want you to celebrate Christmas with a very personal sense of gratitude and 

awe that in Christ, God is with you, in you, and for you. 

 

What do we mean by the phrase, God for us? Well, it’s the opposite of God 

being against us, which is where we stood before we had Christ in our life, 

and it’s more than God just being neutral toward us.  God for us means God 

acting on our behalf for our good.  

 

Christmas is a God-story. It’s not ultimately about Mary, Joseph, shepherds 

and wise men or even angels. It’s God doing something extraordinary for our 

ultimate good. Christmas is God putting His plan of salvation into action.  

We often talk about how Jesus was born to be the Savior of the world. But I 

want to remind you that every aspect of His Godward life was for our 

benefit.  

 

So what has Christ done to demonstrate that God is for you? 

 

1. He was born for you (Gal 4:4-7). 

 

Gal 4:4-7: “when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, in order that He might 

redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the 

Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  Therefore 

you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir 

through God. 

 

Christ was born to redeem us (to purchase us out of our bondage to 

sin) so that we could be adopted into God’s family as sons & heirs.  

 

2. He lived for you, by living for the Father (Heb 4:15; cf. 2Cor 5:21; 

Mt 3:15).  

 

Heb 4:15-16: “For we do not have a high priest who cannot 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in 

all things as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore draw near with 

confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 

may find grace to help in time of need.  (cf. 2 Cor. 5:21) 

 

Do you realize Jesus not only died for you but that every moment of 

those thirty-three years that He lived were for your benefit? Because 

Jesus lived a righteous life, free of sin, He was able to offer His life 

as perfect sacrifice for your sin. Even in the mundane moments, He 

honored the Father in such perfect obedience in His thoughts, 

attitudes and actions, that He never put your salvation in jeopardy.  

 

3. He died for you (1 John 3:16). 

 

Repeatedly the Scriptures emphasize that Christ died for us.  

� When Christ died for us, He revealed God’s love to us        

(1 John 3:16: “We know love by this, that He laid down His 

life for us”; cf. Rom 5:8). 

� When Christ died for us, He made an offering and sacrifice 

to God on our behalf (Eph 5:1). 



� When Christ died for us, He redeemed us from the curse of 

the law (Gal. 3:13). 

� When Christ died for us, He delivered us from God’s wrath 

(I Thess. 5:8-9). 

� When Christ died for us, He made a way for us to enter into 

God’s holy presence (Heb. 10:20). 

� When Christ died for us, He changed our status before God 

from enemies to friends (Rom. 5:10). 

 

4. He rose from the dead for you (Rom. 4:22-5:1).  

 

Romans 4:22-5:1: “…He who was delivered up because of our 

transgressions, and was raised because of our justification. 

Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

Jesus died to pay for our sin but He was raised to give us new life 

and eternal peace with God so that we could stand before God 

justified—free from the guilt of our sin. His death paid the debt for 

our sin, but His resurrection credited righteousness to our account.  

 

5. He ascended into heaven for you. 

 

Not only did Jesus go to prepare a place for us in heaven (John 14:3), He also 

sent the Holy Spirit to be with us and work in us until His return: “I tell you 

the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the 

Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you” (John 16:7) 

 

6. He intercedes daily for you (Rom 8:34). 

 

The Scriptures teach us that Jesus now stands in presence of God as our 

advocate making intercession for us and defending us against Satan, the 

accuser of the brethren (Heb 9:24; 6:20; Rom 8:34; 1John 1:9; 2:1; Rev 

12:10). Hebrews 7:25 declares that “He is able to save forever those who 

draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession 

for them.”  

 

 

 

7. He’s coming again for you.  

 

Jesus said, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

receive you to Myself” (John 14:3). Today we celebrate Jesus’ first 

coming but we also look forward to the day when He will come 

again to usher us into our eternal reward, free from the evil and pain 

of this world.  
 

Jesus has done everything for us that we need to be assured that God Himself 

is for us. And when we welcome Jesus into our life through faith, God turns 

toward us with His divine favor and unfailing love.  

 

God For Us: A Gift for Every Day 
 

This is the greatest gift you will ever be given—a gift to be cherished every 

day of your life. Paul said it this way in Rom 8:1: “There is therefore now 

no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Jesus came so that we 

could stand before God with no condemnation—no frown, no scowl, no fear 

of rejection. And that affectionate, no-condemnation favor is not ultimately 

preserved through our personal performance. Jesus Himself protects and 

guarantees our standing before the Father as He takes His stand to defend us 

against any accusation of condemnation that comes from the devil.  
 

Paul goes on in Rom. 8:31-39 to ask and answer four questions that establish 

the fact that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  

 

1. “If God is for us, who is against us?” (vs. 31). 

 

Answer: (vs. 32) “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered 

Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all 

things?” You may feel the pressure of those who are against you: the 

world, the devil, and even certain people in your life. But regardless 

of who is against you, the only thing that really matters is that God is 

for you, because He is greater than all others.  

The point is this: If God did not withhold His most precious Son, but 

sacrificed Him on our behalf, how will He withhold lesser things that 

we need for the conflicts, trials, and afflictions that we face. We 

know that God is absolutely for us because He gave us His Son. 



Therefore we need not fear any threats of condemnation that come 

our way. 

 

2. “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?” (33) 

 

Answer: (vs. 33b), “God is the one who justifies;” It doesn’t matter 

who wants to bring a charge against us because God Himself, the 

Judge, is the one who justifies us. He Himself has done everything 

necessary to guarantee our freedom from condemnation. “For those 

whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 

image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many 

brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these 

whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He 

also glorified.”  (8:29-30) No one can successfully bring a charge 

against those whom God has chosen to justify.  

 

3. “Who is the one who condemns?” (34)  

 

Answer: (34b) “Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was 

raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.” 

When the accuser comes to breathe condemnation against us, Jesus, 

the very One who took our condemnation upon Himself, comes to 

our defense and says, “No! My death bore the weight of his 

condemnation; My resurrection defeated his condemnation; he is 

clothed in My righteousness before God.  

 

4. “Who will separate us from the love of Christ?” (vs 35) 

 Answer: (vs. 35-39) “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 

 Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 

 or peril, or sword? Just as it is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE 

 BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE 

 CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” But in all 

 these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 

 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

 principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 

 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to 

 separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Nothing can separate us from the Love of God because it is secured 

in Christ. The only way for God’s love toward us to fail is if Christ 

Himself were to fail, yet through His sinless life, sacrificial death, 

and triumphant resurrection, He has proven that He cannot fail.   

 

Summary: 

� Because God is for you, no one can ultimately overcome you. 

� Because God has justified you, no one can substantiate a charge 

against you.  

� Because Christ died for you, no one can condemn you.  

� Because you are in Christ, nothing can separate you from God’s 

love.  

 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

The only thing you need to be concerned about is that you are indeed in Christ.  

 

So what does all of this have to do with Christmas?  

 

Christmas is about delighting in the Son of God who is for us in every way. 

He is the gift we need for every day in this dark world of sin. God for us 

means that every day I have a steadfast hope to cling to (regardless of the 

agonizing circumstances I find myself in). Because of Christ, God is not 

against me; He is with me, in me and for me. And nothing could ever 

separate me from His love.  

 

This is what Christ came for and this is why the angels sang: “Glory to God 

in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” 

(Luke 2:14) 

 

Christ in You is God for You 

 

Rather than getting into the spirit of Christmas (where everything is supposed 

to be merry but isn’t), we need to let the spirit of Christ(mas) get into us.  

� Christmas is not just about giving; it’s about worship—honoring the 

One who gave Himself to us as the ultimate gift of peace with God 

(magi really got it right). 



� Christmas is not just about family; is about being adopted into the 

family of God as His heirs through Christ. 

� Christmas is not just about generic love; it’s about the guarantee of 

never being separated from the love of God in Christ.  

 

Is God for you? If Christ is in you, God is for you. Merry Christmas!  

 

Benediction: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men 

with whom He is pleased!” (Luke 2:14).  


